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Kids at Hope Media/Promotion Tips
Please help us spread the word about Kids at Hope Day – 
A Pledge to Remember!
Press Release:

· We sent you a press release template for this event. Please customize the highlighted areas and distribute to your local media contacts.  Here are some tips:

· Email is the best way to send your press release. Copy your release into the body of the email to the media. Do not send it as an attachment, as it is unlikely it will be opened.

· Send the release as soon as you can since the event is around the corner.

· You can send a media alert to the same members of the media a few days prior to the event, letting them know what visuals there are (for television) and the names of school officials who are available for interviews.

· Be sure to include your cell phone number on the release so the media can contact you during off-hours. It is important to be available to them and accommodate their tight deadlines.

School Newsletter or Website:

· Share your Kids at Hope – Pledge to Remember plans with students, parents and members of your community by including mention of them in your existing communication vehicles, such as newsletters, school websites, emails to parents, Facebook pages, etc.
Follow-Up with Kids at Hope after Your Event!
· We want to know how you celebrated Kids at Hope – A Pledge to Remember!  Send us a recap of your event along with photographs of the day so we can share them with other Kids at Hope supporters.  Please see the website for a nomination form – www.kidsathope.org 
· Here are the top ten tips for taking great pictures, courtesy of Kodak.com:

· Get down on their level – take photos from your subject’s eye level
· Use plain background – this makes your subject pop

· Use flash outdoors – this helps fill in where there are shadows

· Move up close and fill your pictures with the subject

· Take vertical pictures to get a different perspective on your subject

· Lock in the focus to take a sharp picture of an off-center subject
· Move your subject off center to bring it new life
· Know your flash’s range – don’t count on flash to fill in shadows more than 10 feet away

· Watch where the light is to avoid putting your subject in a shadow
· Be a picture director and not just a passive picture taker – ask your subjects to move if it improves the composition of the picture
